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Exercise 2	Dig up local stories
As we have seen, a modern form of pilgrimage often follows in the footsteps of our favorite narratives, characters, works of art or places associated with drama, fun and a sense of belonging. Pop culture tourists can overcome almost any obstacle for their favorite stories, and this is something we will build on continuously throughout the course.
This exercise is all about location and exploring what do your local sites have to offer. What are your stories, places and resources? At this stage you should dig deep in your local history and traditions to explore the potential and find your hidden stories. How can you relate to and connect with pop cultural references? Later on this will help you develop pop culture experiences for your destination and region.
· You will start to make an inventory of locations and places, local history and cultural traditions. Use the table below to map your ideas and findings.
· Use your imagination and work with an open mindset. Any lead, association or detail can turn out to be fruitful (do not worry about future applications for the time being).
· Take a virtual tour in your area. Use Google, Google Maps, or Google Earth and explore your surroundings.
· Use your own passions, interests and pop cultural favorites – be creative and follow up on your ideas.
· Use your network and local community – what stories do they hold and what places can they tell you more about?
· What pop culture trends or phenomena can you connect with? Pop culture references can be indirect and by association, small or large.
· Try to make your locations come alive with local history and/or current achievements.
Add lines in the table or make copies as needed. It could be useful to print page 2 in A3-format to make appropriate space.

	Locations and places
	History and traditions
	Local community involved
	Pop cultural connections

	Locations and places
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